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NCAA Eligibility Center: 
Overview and Updates

Webinar Presenters: Amy Routt and Kaylen Overway
Webinar Date: Thursday, June 4th, 2020

Game Plan
What is the NCAA?

NCAA and College Selection

What is Initial-Eligibility?

Role of the Student

Role of the High School

Recruiting
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On the Bench
Official Visits and Unofficial visits

Financial Aid

National Letter of Intent
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Probability of Going Pro

College Choice Insights
GOALS Study 

I am glad that I made the choice to be at this school.
(% Responding Agree or Strongly Agree) 

SCORE Study 

In almost all groups studied, 

athletics participation was the 

most-often endorsed reason for 

choosing a college.  

• Academics was 

generally a close 

second.  

However, there was less belief 

in the accuracy of athletics 

expectations than academic 

expectations.



6/4/2020

4

What is NCAA Initial-Eligibility?

Requirements necessary in order to: 

Practice

Compete

Receive athletically-related financial aid

First year at a Division I or II campus

Subsequent academic eligibility based on progress 
toward degree requirements

Students may lose/gain eligibility in each term

Core-Course Requirements
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Division I Requirements
Qualifier: 

Graduate high school

16 required core courses

Core-course progression

10 of the 16 core courses must be completed before the seventh 
semester of high school

7 of the 10 core courses must be in English, math or natural/physical 
science.

Core-course GPA ≥ 2.300 and test score match

Academic Redshirt: 

Graduate high school

16 required core courses

Core-course GPA ≥ 2.000 and test score match

Division I Requirements
Division I Index (“sliding scale) excerpt:
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Division II Requirements
Qualifier: 

Graduate high school

16 required core courses

Core-course GPA ≥ 2.200 and test score match

Academic Redshirt: 

Graduate high school

16 required core courses

Core-course GPA ≥ 2.000 and test score match

Division II Requirements
Division II Index (“sliding scale) excerpt:
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Certification Decisions
• Full Qualifier

– College-bound student-athletes may practice, compete 
and receive an athletics scholarship during their first year. 

• Academic Redshirt or Partial Qualifier 
– College-bound student-athletes may receive an athletics 

scholarship during their first year of enrollment and may 
practice during their first year but may NOT compete.

• Non-qualifier
– College-bound student-athletes will not be able to 

practice, compete or receive an athletics scholarship 
during their first year. 

COVID-19 Automatic Waiver Criteria Division I
• Meet the core-course progression requirement for NCAA-

approved core courses before start of the seventh semester.
– 10 core units, seven of which must be in English, math or science.

• Present a 2.300 or higher core-course GPA in such courses.
• Additional Notes: 

– These criteria do not include SAT/ACT scores.    
– Waiver applies only to students with expected Spring/Summer 2020 

graduation. 
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COVID-19 Automatic Waiver Criteria Division II
• Complete 10 NCAA-approved core course units 

before start of the seventh semester.

• Present a 2.200 or higher core-course GPA in such 
courses.

• Additional Notes: 
– These criteria do not include SAT/ACT scores.
– Waiver applies only to students with expected 

Spring/Summer 2020 graduation. 

Additional Covid-19 Considerations

• Additional policies that apply to Spring/Summer 
2020 graduates:
– Increased flexibility in official academic 

documents requirements.
– Up to six core-course units completed after 

starting the seventh semester (and before full-
time enrollment) will be used in the student’s 
initial-eligibility certification, regardless of 
whether the student graduated on time or when 
the courses are completed. 
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Additional Covid-19 Considerations
• Policies that will apply to all students (including subsequent 

classes):
– A separate review of distance or e-learning programs used for 

Spring/Summer 2020 will not be required.
– “Pass” grades for Spring/Summer 2020:

• If the student's core-course GPA would increase by assigning a 
value of 2.300, this value will be assigned to the “Passed” 
courses.

• If the student's core-course GPA would decrease by assigning a 
value of 2.300, the EC will only use the credit awarded to the 
“Passed” courses.

• Additional Note-We will continue to monitor the situation as 
it develops beyond Spring/Summer 2020.

Role of the Student
Academic achievement

Register at any time

Profile versus certification account

Stay current on “tasks”

Send test scores via 9999

Ask lots of questions

Time demands, internship availability, team culture, 
financial aid, etc.

Guide for the College Bound Student Athlete
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Role of the High School

NCAA High School Portal

View and maintain your school’s account

Core-Course List

Task Responses

Submit transcripts

Validate fee waivers

Core Courses
Core courses

English, mathematics, science, social science, and 
foreign language

At or above regular academic level

Four-year college preparatory

Nontraditional courses (online, credit recovery, etc.)

Meet core-course requirements noted above

Defined timeframe for completion

Role of the instructor
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Core-Course Criteria
“College Preparatory”

…must provide students the academic foundation for 

successful completion of academic work at the four-year 

college level. 

A balanced evaluation of:

• Course contents 

• Rigor of performance tasks and assessments.

Submission and Review Process           
Core Courses

Update your list annually 

“Additional Information Required”

Title changes

• YES: Freshman Composition to English I

• NO: Honors Biology to Biology Honors, H/Biology, HBio, BioH, 
or Bio-H

Nontraditional courses

Check status in “Additional Information” of your school’s list.

Call NCAA Customer Service at 844-262-2321

Nontraditional Coursework Questionnaire
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Transcripts and Fee Waivers
Transcripts

Snail mail

E-Transcript providers

Direct upload (near real-time visibility)

Fee waivers

Student’s responsibility to request

HS’s responsibility to attest

Recruiting

• Coaches can only make recruiting contacts 
when students are a certain academic year in 
high school and during certain times of year. 

• Download the Guide to the College-Bound 
Student-Athlete for full recruiting guidelines 
for each sport and each division.

http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf
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Recruiting
• Most high school athletes promote 

themselves to coaches in order to be recruited.

• Only a few elite athletes in high profile sports 

will be contacted directly by coaches. 

• High school students should send 

emails/letters/videos to coaches directly.

• Some use Recruiting Services

• They are not necessary 

Questions?

www.eligibilitycenter.org

High School Line:

877-622-2321 (877-NCAA-EC1)

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/

